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Self-Justification and Being Justified:
A Cultural Anthropological Interpretation of Luke
18:9-14

WANG Zi

Abstract: This article explores the usage and meaning of
“righteousness” (and related word groups) in early Christian tradition
by interpreting the parable of Pharisees and tax collectors in Luke
18:9-14. Beginning with the textual structure of Luke, the article
first discusses the function of the parable of the Pharisees and tax
collectors within Luke’s narrative theme of “sinners and righteous
people”. Secondly, looking at the honor culture of the Greco-Roman
world, this article interprets Luke’s parable from the perspective of
cultural anthropology and discusses the main conflict between “self-
justification” and “being justiﬁ‘ed”. Finally, this article considers"
the connotations of “righteousness” in early Christianity from both

Hebrew and Greco-Roman traditions to explain the understanding of

“righteousness” in the Gospel of Luke.
Keywords: Gospel of Luke, self-justification, being justified
Author’s contact info: Department of Philosophy and Religious

Studies, Minzu University of China. Email: zoewangzi@sina.com
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W ATR L ( God justifies humanity ) o 24 H_EFFHA RMAFR L . ZEHEHETE XL (distdbutive
justice) BYERSHESR T, HEFR B XrEERNMFERER, FHFHAL S RANESZ
B a—3tE, Hith, B{EHRXEXNITHEFEEREDE “AX" (rghteousness, justice ) Al L
gk, WX SEFRARMARERPRIERG “ EHE " (rghteousness of God ) BRAFM,
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sedaga) . EFFIEHERIES YR “ERKTH “EHRKR
E7, BEEREUSEFRBEAMZAMMER; Bk,
I CTEBRT , BLRT S A AT 0 T H B 45 H R B
HAE—, HPaBERFTRALUBR, REHRERREYA
B, OEFMHFEH AR, FBETES UL 6T 6432 MR
BB T X, X P XEEE &S / A (retributive ) 8 3,
AR (salvific) & Lo B -3 5 H KT R XA
ZHMERBETEN, MY TF5 LR T4 TRITS SRR
B, BARERR, “AN BMENEAERRAEXZEZTR
TFH, TEARAGHAEG PR R R LR S5 LAY 4 A
HoE, %S UEATALRE QEI A PN XS, 1]
BLARTE “X7 BORE, W saddig— “HY A REA
BT . EXAEXLE, “X" 5 45" AERAWBR, #
FRAM AN BRI AWFKELE B HTHXRER
AL A EIM})‘LHI DL B BEfpE O — Fp A 89 B3 B 18 ( communal
identity—marker ) o

EU AT RS F, RMA L REE 6% B L) R
EZ AN, @ BEENAFTERNE, 2% 508 M
IIBABFHEBAUETIAL S . FEEOMNFREAUEG
BN BB S AN FHREALR, Kb A RE %
by EH N FREREE, Bk, AU 50] R
WA, B R, TR EEMERET . SHEERITRB,

@  Alister E. McGrath, fustitia Dei: A History of the Christian Doctrine of Justification
{Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020), 14. o

@ £ (LT 5:1-31 & “JRFER2ZHK” 4, sedaqa BHBEFGHER (hBR (&
BHIG ) 12:7, (i 6:5) .
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“HEMAL” B “BAL” . {(BAiEE) 18:9-14 XA ZFH L

sedaqa BRUBFIALERFE LFERANERF M. SEHEES
BBt IE SCAELL, (IHZA ) $ “ LML AERBBIER
WEN, ATLUXE-T(HA) PN EAEEWNEE, sedaga
B “FYMNEHRTF" . HEZHFH ., GLSWFERNF
AEREXMEBEZR THES, EHFHANEELZTESNE
ESE Rk, BR, R HA 1Ak XA R8BI
BB — LA W BB B R T B A A SR B sk L IE
Xo TEEFRAB L BFIERES, sedaga HERRILEEXET
H—FEE, BT “%E” (benevolence) FHIE “¥F”
(almsgiving) MEE, ATRUE, ERAkRcihed, YRR
ETUAIASEFRY, ERETEMEFFROSH. X
KAk Lt By, HEmEAERyg, #mM5E4
R RS XA el BRE . EAEAT A SRR

A AR 3CH X (righeousness, sedaga) B 8E R 7 s
dicaroodvvn FIHL T 3C iustitia; FR X (to justify, hasdiq) #
BP0 A i 3C Sweanow L T 3 iustificare, HENITEE X -
HaEaE, QR (HA) ZHNEDXAE, —HFM,
oicaroovvn M B AV H - ZEFEM T N, FARFEIKRS

MMERTEY, WEESFTREAMNENY; @ CE—EBEF
5T HRAELEGE PN XFASWESM{EYENR, HE—JF

M, dikaoodvn VER— T ERHFEABEREWE S, BESE
THRAKESEFLUASCEBEN S HRE L, ARS8

@ #ln, Ll Suc— FBSEERF «dq WIRE, AR Swaocbwm FK5EL2FKIK sdg Y
HHGEWER, B ER adenpoctvn (1ZF) Jefeft, BEpE L, LSCEMRMAEEKNY,

@ # . Ebic A. Havelock, Greek Concept of Justice: From Its Shadow in Homer to Its
Substance in Plato (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2014),
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FIBIR 2=, Swaroobdvn J2& B 37 78 38 3 X — B I 3t ] 44 W8
Az B, E AT B A RS B S AR I e AE Ak, ©
X— WA BT T TR, AKX Ciustitia) WRTIEEH Y
3L [E 4 (covenant community ) o @

FER - FE LG PR LS BE S HHEROES, Ef
BOMLHEEAAPERTH LB, HTFREEESER
—Fp AL EZEIF (social good') , B P S
SR BRI BEAL, X (Sworoodvn/iustitia ) BhE H # P i
EAREGEMAKIT MY, MEFHEHSHEESMHML,
AR, EHD DL d, URY AR R F)F B 4
MATN, TMESRATHEOBES s, ERMOK, EHE0A
EFX, LM ENBEEFEENEEGHTMRARIA, MU
ETFE-BREFRORMET, BFASMEAERNTRHEDE
B, IULE R DI 32 AR AR S A ] < 4 AR 4T 35 Tt
AXZHE”; OFZ, ZHMAWEBEERRAER XH— “n
BEAQFNG A REE , R R B T, R R A B,
MEREMBIGE, BASLRLSEAEE.: BB EED
Fr1°”,®

BERE g <L 0, BRAT RPN E
BB HRE, RESHMRESES XS LF T RS § KR

@ 2 David J. Riesbeck, Aristotle on Political Community (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2016).
@ FEEPBRIE pistisffides F Sxaroodvnyiustitia Y IATME R AT FISERY . Hinf OB
IWHEFERZR, A IRIELME.
" @ T.H. Marshall, Citizenship and Social Class and Other Essays (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1950), 30.
@ Tertullianus, Apologeticus, 40.1.
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“BEAELT L AL . (BhiEF) 18:9-14 AR FHL

AMUES ., RN, XEN—FRALSHHIFCHER “X
A7, FEEERREEAA L FELRUFERLOA, HK
BLHFTRENE G, X—SHEREHENMETH REFRE
TR “ wih, EREXEABRERHREX—K L,
—JHE, “X" BRUTHEHNOEWES, £EMANESHEGE
RESHFENFEMRHREKRE—R; H—Im\E, “X R
AR, BEEN O SEAHSBHENITHRE
XaJrk, AR EELRED XA/ RASEBEEW
BEPIN/RBANER. (BNERE) PEARASREAHN
i, EEPRATEARBERAT “XN” HHMESK.
FEHEMBAFMGTARR S, BERIFEARIA, BEEEA; WE
HRBRIR =+, BE (F) TEUBH XA, WA, BRHAAFERXH
THERNREFELERR? £ (BNEE) b, BindtkEs
MBARXHARERE RE (17h) , X LEREHFF
HATRE B, AT A AL B S ER XA NREZ—,
Bk, BHMRAE L FHAAR D CHTRELEZBHLARERN
BR, HFAWEERRSKRE S ABE Dy B d, MR,
AR XAEFEAETRRPAGEE RN L, mittt ARS
RUSE ABLSEEBRERER H I3 00 LAY, BEEAREE “AR” X,
ERZLSFRELS, HARRESS (XA#A) EEXA
FHRER, AMEXHERT, WXHEHRSARERMER,
ERNHEER—TAFRE (LRIHA) BRE, MEFHER
(BRMXZHMMHEZE) BREFRTERS . ERHEX L,
AL R S0 0T R BAF & X — R GER, HARKY
HATHEE RN HRFENER. MXHTRELLBERT S
SHESPRERMEESERENMANES, BHOBEEE
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HB AN E LR RFNERE ., SXf AR XA AN,
“HEHERR P RH T ZEWRERMEAERE, B5 (B
MABEE ) FFRBIFREAESEE “ENNEET” A RN,
B Sy (B A G 6 ) MR\ EOAIER E T L3, WTiX
(R EE NI E 2

. & %

BRX (MBS ) XALEHHSHTUER, BFAEX
A—HE R X PR S B, RRHET BN EERRY
—, BFEASBENILMERCAZEHDEEREMMN, ©
HKIRTAT AR P TR AZEER SR IR gt “B R o MIESC
AR LB S ERE, BNEE WX A RS
DR B A M BB BRI AR L 5 AT AR LB XT G, T R B FIBEA“ B
R GBI HBESE “B X" T H., R RS T it
A HI B A 5 5B A B (b s 5 TR B8R e N 55 R A M e o
WAR: MERRERAN, URNEENEHER, FER
VAL BRI, DL W AR R . X HL A A 5 —
R, FEREEEINEHEEHES D X FEENILR
ke MA.

BARESE, MEMBHATIS, BEREERE LY, E1/1E
HX—HFEERAFTER X WEe, & “ELFBRH,
AT SHB S, HSMMSERBEEEXLR, MERHEA
Z 49T A b 75 R B AR A8 (0 B AR ( T JESE4R )b o BCRh 433k )7
ERITRE A B 3 8 16 R A0 TRAT A7 2 U IET B4 , BB e B LR < AL
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“BEML" B “HAL” . (Bwind) 18:9-14 H LALA L FH L

HER, BRERE; BERM, BANET (Hi18:14) , HEk
B9 FIEAHBNERE D “ARKL B, EEERM
FEHBMA, FEEARSET “FEARA" , TEREHE
“REFHSL” ; FMFREESHBMEREHBAY “F
A7 B, HERMATARRE, tEEE EFRPRE N
TiZEE B ROPE, B THMABHME TR —H LIk,
(BEIAEE ) ML Ed S MBS BETES, FLNES
R R A S R SR L, ERAS XA ESEN
B, SR EAEA SBE KRR R AL A M5 %k
i, RATT B BB B DR R E S ER, 55
kA XEG—B, MEBEMTS, AXAaET RN
IE St fL B H R TE X ; (B R BB, TR0
BeyEN, ANGRBEETEFTIEER, X ERK L OBHE
AR RAL LR X, BB A S AZ AN S B, 2%
BN, HERE RN R,

MPESERY (MESERBHR) XF “HL” BB
., T LAE B e i A ) S e T T X g LA 4
R, M EM R TR e R—8, HieR 0 E SIEAH
Al EFAAIET R BEERA LAEG, e
5 A5 A NE R IR B AT R AT AR R, BT ST
B2, 75 (HINTES ) FIRA 5005 B 500 %€t Bo IR R v
MRS S REERT S EOEEXB, Enx “EH
N RmERKRTE, AEbY MRS KRR E, i
SR BIFBEAT RGN “ARKL” FEWBENEASAZ
] B o 5 TR, X bt B B X7 T S BLE KA Tk ——
“REIABLE” —EFEA, EEMEL L, SHEBHF
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FRERAREUFARE RN AFEE, REMELFRE “R
R AR SRR, HEEERIEREEET X
NS SR . BN sp R X “HoR T W, RMUERET
— R AN SNBSS E, ERREMUESTEN
— BRI DB AL SHERER T RANEL.
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