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Interpreting the Motif of Hospitality in Ruth 2:3-17
PENG Yusen

Abstract: The first barley scene (Ruth 2:3-17) is a key pericope
taking hospitality as .the theme in the Book of Ruth. Prior to this,
Ruth’s identity has undergone two transformations, that is, becoming
an absolute stranger and enforced anonymity. Her individuality is
reduced by typification to the label “Moabite woman”, resulting
in the indifference of the reaper and the hostility of the supervisor.
Boaz regarded Ruth as a sacred and starving stranger because of
the intervention of YHWH, providing her with a safe place and
sufficienf food. His hospitality is one of the stages- of iy e
(pérfect recompense) that Ruth will receive, which indicates the final
dissolution of Ruth as a stranger, and that she will lay the foundation
for the house of Israel as a second Leah and Rachel. The transition
from indifference and hostility to hospitality is a~-transition from
awareness of the potential crisis and limited resources to complete love
and hospitality, which leads to a “perfect,” or “peaceful” state.
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(© Simmel, “The Stranger,” 144.

(2 Isidore of Seville, “On Ruth,” in Medieval Excgesis in Translation: Commentaries on
the Book of Ruth, trans. Lesley Smith (Kalamazoo, MI: Medieval Institute Publications, 1996), 7.

®  Juliet Du Boulay and Rory Williams, “Amoral Familism and the Image of Limited Good:
A Critique from a European Perspective,” Anthropological Quarterly 60, no. 1 (January 1‘.;)87): 16.

@  Yi—Fu Tuan, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience (Minneapolis, MN:
University of Minnesota Press, 2001), 73-74.
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(® Jobn Rundell, “Strangers, Citizens and Outsiders: Otherness, Multiculturalism and the
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@  Alfred Schuetz, “The Stranger: An Essay in Social Psychology,” American Journal of
Sociology 49, no. 6 (May 1944): 506-507.
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of Linguistics 35, no. 2 (July 1999): 331, 345.

163



XZRNZHR - F27 8

W AR IEETF, MBIBOAE T AR E R O,
BTRMER, |

e ORI BT, A ALE 2 @ R As . e
ERERFRORE, Xf “FBRRTENSRZE” O, &
EFAEN . MBEHRFRBIEE SHEREEHIHERRMR
W, IRRECEAGE “THEANES PE “HRANE
7 . WEREE, hELELREERBEES T REARY
G4, BT HHAFT, B, BHEPTE—RPTADL KBS,
BRI, AR R AR e WA R 2 ok, 2SR A ED
AR, SURBEEESS, MEERBUEEN—Y. &
LA B B O LR IR 5 R I L sk B 4 B A 0
B EE LT S, B R Ak B, &
 SEREEh FRESEEAR. RAESTIESHAME . S
WETE TSR T AR AR A . B4 i Bl . SR IR B TR R
mﬂ,ﬁ%&ﬁ?(%ﬁﬁ)%%ﬁﬁ,&ﬁ&%%mﬁmﬁ
WS, RXTRRLBNLEL, KAERERHUBE, &
BT A 25 % B 7 SRS 4606 o B B AV IRLR . 17T HIB B ERE S
FAERMEE, FEXERBRS AR 1—2uE, ©
TR, VTR T I3 1 BV (AT I S O T B K N B 5%

R ARE AR R B E L ELN, BEEX KK
$|F (F4) EUTAER, HABKER SR EIESE T HITO

Hubbard, Book of Ruth, 143-144.
Goffman, Behavior in Public Places, 83-88.

HALEE: {(FEEARTREDY , 33
Philip Hallie, Tales of Good and Evil, Help and Harm (New York, NY: Harper Collins,

® OO0

1997), 42.

164



(BFL) 23-172 “BE” THEMiE

MR, WEERDLANEREE, RETHELN; B
XEFEWII R P A —E 2, R, M/ iIEdE—TR
BABRMZE, —HIEAEI MRS, XHETHBRNEM0D
BEREREM B, R AKRA. O WEE 570 miaLH
SR, db/ATARREH, BERFRES MR,
H BRI RN,

(=) BEZFH&HE

BEEHERFHRE, WEXWRNETIEHE, X
BTRENEERS, OXMBEE “RFNL” i “F358
857 o @ BERBESEREYE, BHEWSUHMHE TR,
MR EE—ARBREHEAR ( “BEA" 5 “BARPIFA
BIThR” B4 ) M55 T X — W —m S iR HAT 8,
BEOREER. O K, BIE N H 3 B8 0RRIT R R
RENE, EREEPIER L8R,

HIRFEERE, EANBEEN ‘BB (m) 254
AL RN —F R, EE LR T o U EBIER
t BB ANT A B KBk, IR E B AR AMBIE S,
TR R R RI R RE, TR “HRW—3" e —
XFo WHEEN T MBI LA Sy B i 3 2044 58 b i B 15 T
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