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* AXFREFMUFAESTE “EEEEASAEEFHH SEEPE” (15BZ2J022) #
BrEX#ERRIR . [This paper is the phased achievement of the general project of National Social Science
Fund “Studies on the Activities and Influence of the American Bible Seciety in China” (15BZJ022).]
AXREE (EEXSALNELHRET (1875-1890) . URAEZWME T whHhin) f
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Distribution in China by the American Bible Society (1875-1890): The Activities of Manager Luther. H.
Gulick,” Journal for the Study of Biblical Literature. no. 24 (2022): 260- 284.)
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Bible Sales in China by the American Bible Society:
The Activities of Manager John R. Hykes

WU Qing and SHEN lJia’ai

Abstract: At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of
the 20th century, Protestant missionary work in China wasAundergoing
much development. In 1893, the American Bible Society appointed
its third Agent, John R. Hykes, to lead its work in Shanghai in 1893.
Hykes adjusted the strategy of Bible sales which successfully reversed
the constrained situation of the American Bible Society in China.
Under his leadersﬁip, the American Bible Society achieved strong
results and promoted the spread of Christianity in China. This paper
utilizes the archives of American Bible Society to study the business
activities of the American Bible Society in China under its third agent,
Hykes, and to explore the process of bible transmission in China
during the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China.

Keywords: Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Republic of China,
the American Bible Society, Bible sales, John R. Hykes

Author’s contact info: Institute of Chinese Cultural _History,

Jinan University. Email: annawuging@hotmail.com
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@ R. S. Sugirtharajah, The Bible and the Third World (Cambridge: Cambridge University -

Press, 2001), 140.

® George Kam Wah Mak, “The Colportage of the Protestant Bible in Late Qing China:
The txample of the British and Foreign Bible Society,” in Refigious Publishing and Print Culture in
Modern China, 1800-2012, ed. Philip Clart and Gregory Adam Scotl (Boston: De Gruyter, 2015), 17.
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@ “Dr. John R. Hykes Tell the Wonderful Story of the American Bible in China,” The
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Ibid.
B (REXSSEENT=4F20E) (L bEEBEED,
1916) , 21, [John R. Hykes, Meiguo Shengjinghui zai Hua bashi.;'an nian zhi lishi {(American Bible
Society in China: The Story of Eighty—three Years’ Work) (Shanghai: Shanghai Library, 1916), 21.]

(®  ABS Historical Essay #15, Part VI-F-2, Distribution Abroad 1861-1900, China,
American Bible Society Aschive (New York: American Bible Society, 1965), 57.
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@  John R. Hykes, The American Bible Society in China (New York: American Bible Saciety,
1916), 45.
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@ #WILE 187134,

@ Bible Society Record, November, 1921, 197-198, in ABS Historical Essay #15, Part VI-
F-2, Distribution Abroad 1901-1930, China, American Bible Society Archive (New York: American
Bible Society, 1967), 60.

® UHEHNERREEALE: (LEHE - FEE) (R FRUML,
2003 ) , 322, [Local Chronicles Compilation Committee of Jiangxi Province, ed., Jiangxi sheng zhi:
Zongjiao zhi (Annals of Jiangxi Province: Annals of Religion) (Beijing: Local Chronicles Publishing
House, 2003), 322.]
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Taosheng Publishing House, 1987), 637.]
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Dynasty) (Taipei: Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, 1988), 1:8.]
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@®  “Dr. John R. Hykes Died in China Tuesday,” The Chronicle, Shippensburg,
Pennsylvania, 16 Jun 1921, Thu, 1.

(@  ABS Historical Essay #15, Part VI-F-2, Distribution Abroad 1901-1930, 61.
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