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The Inﬂuence of Apocryphal Soul-Body Perspectives
on the New Testament

YANG Jian

~ Abstract: Apocryphal perspectives such as soul-body dualism,
the soul being higher than the flesh, and the soul saving the flesh, had a

265



EENREWR - B27 8

direct influence on the New Testament. Previous studies have focused
on the influence of Greek philosophy on Christian soul-body thinking
and have ignored the influence of the soul-body views of Hellenistic
Judaism. The influence of the soul-body views in the Apocrypha on
the New Testament show the transitional role of the Apocrypha, as one
of two great influences during the early formation of Christian soul—
body views. The study of the influence of the soul-body views in the
Apocrypha on the New Testament is helpful in exploring the sources
of Christian ideas in both Hebrew and Hellenistic thought, and also
contributes to understanding the cognate nature, overall picture and
dissimilarities of Jewish and Christian philosophies on soul and body.
Keywords: Apocrypha, the New Testament, soul-body view
Author’s contact info: School of Chinese Language and
Literature, Central China Normal University. Email: yangjian64@163.

com
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