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The Evils of Civilization and Its Salvation: An
Inquiry into Rousseau’s Le Lévite d Ephraim

ZHU Mingyuan

Abstract: Le Lévite d’Ephraim seems to be Rousseau’s
paraphrase of the last three chapters of the Book of Judges, but is in
fact a philosophical allegory, through which we can glimpse his entire
philosophy. While many previous interpretations have overemphasized
Rousseau’s psychological makeup to the detriment of the thought
itself, from an ideological perspective Le Lévite d’Ephraim tells the
story of civilization from its initial rise to its destruction and through
to its ultimate salvation. In this sense, Rousseau examines the history
of the occurrence and development of the evils of civilization in an
allegorical manner, and offers his own thinking on the way out for
civilization.

Keéywords: Rousseau, Le Lévite d’Ephraim, civilization, evil,
salvation
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