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Between the Sacred and the Profane: Contemporary
Henan Writers and the Bible

XU Xiangquan

Abstract: The Christian folk culture of Henan has formed the
basis of much Bible-inspired literature. Conteraporary Hepan writers
represented by Zhou Daxin, Li Peifu, Liu Zhenyun and Yan Lianke
draw on the Bible in two distinct ways: one mode cleaves closely to
the sacredness of the Bible, forming a dialogue with the Bible on the
two planes of the ideal and the real, and using the Bible to enrich the
meanings in the work; while in the second, rooted in Henan culture,
the sacrality of the Bible is collapsed from a secular plane, and the
Bible is integrated into local culture and local narrative. The writings
of contemporary authors in Henan province provides a good example
of using the Bible to tell China’s story. In their specific works, writers
should heed both “separation” and “transformation”, that is, both
root themselves in local culture and respect the particular nature of
the Scripture, giving full play to the role of foreign classics in telling
China’s story. -

Keywords: Bible, sacred, secular, Contemporary writers in
Henan, China’s story |
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