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“I Obtained a Good Soul by Lot™:
Augustine’s Commentary on Wisdom 8:19-20

SHI Minmin

Abstract: In St. Augustine’s writings, he mainly employs a
theological exegetical method, subjecting exegesis to the service of
theology. This essay illustrates Augustine’s understanding of Wisdom
8:19-20 from three perspectives: first, that the “good soul” in Wisdom
refers exclusively to Christ or Christ’s soul; second, based on the “good
soul” text in Wis 8:19-20 and on Heb 7:10, it is argued that “the good
soul” matches the Body of Christ; and thirdly, based on Wis 8:19-20
and Rom 7:23 (the “law of the mind” text) the meaning of the “invisible
lust” is explained. Three characteristics of Augustine’s theological
exegesis are drawn out through the study: that theology guides the
content of texts; theology determines the primary semantic meaning; and
theological correctness forms the aim.

Keywords: Augustine, Good soul, Christ, The Book of Wisdom
8:19-20

Author’s contact info: School of Marxism Studies, Zhejiang
Gongshang University. Email: shiminmin7633@163.com
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