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Augustine, Paul and the Exegetical Controversy
over the Sarah Event

HUA Wei

Abstract: In Galatians 4:21-5:1, Apostle Paul interprets the Sarah
event as an allegory. For him, Sarah represents the heavenly Jerusalem
and true Christians, while Hagar represents the earthly Jerusalem
and the Judaizers. There is a binary opposition between the former
believing in the Gospel and the latter’s work of the law. However,
Augustine in City of God 15.2 provides a different interpretation of
the Sarah event. For him, Sarah represents the earthly city, which is an
image of the city of God, while Hagar represents the city of the Devil,
which is an image of Sarah. There is a ternary imitation among the city
of God, the earthly city and the city of the Devil. We can see that this
exegetical change reflects a transition of theological themes in early
Christianity. While the new-born church in the first century focused on
the unity of the church, the Catholic church in the 4th and 5th centuries
focused on the redemption of individuals.

Key Words: Augustine, Paul, Galatians 4:21-5:1, the Sarah
event, image
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