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A Canonical Critical Study
of the Structure of the Psalms

MO Zhengyi

Abstract: Canonical criticism of the Psalms began in the 1980s
and represents the most significant research methodology after form
criticism, interpreting the layout and compilation process of the Psalms

" from an overall perspective. Basing on the representative studies
in canonical criticism, this paper analyzes the overall structure and
relations among each volume of the Psalms, showing how there is a
clear aim in their composition: The reign of King David and the reign
of the LORD form a vertical thread throughout the entire Psalms,
and “the LORD’s people received blessings through observing the
Torah” is a central theme. This reflects the fact that the compilation of
the Psalms was a result of the interaction between traditional Jewish
beliefs and particular historic situations of the community during
the Second Temple period. The traditions of Hebrew faith were a
cornerstone of the Jewish community and enabled the Jews to interpret
their contemporary ‘context in positive ways. The compilation of the
Psalms thus played an important role in maintaining the identity of the
community. Yet when the Psalms were included in the Jewish Scripture
in their final form, the historical experiences of the Second Temple
era were also integrated into the tradition, enriching the content of the

Hebrew religion.
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MEERENTE, WEFEERGELHFERSIEE, UEEHENTANRIATE. 20
McCann, Jr., “Shape and Shaping,” 359,

(®  Erich Zenger, The Composition and Theology of the Fifth Book of Psalms, Psalms 107-
145 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1998), 77-102.
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108-110%: KRE#%
113-118 & : W% R B £
1198: #xEHK
120-134 B : EATZ ¥
138-145 K : AZ#FH

E ANF R 2 EDEEH GRS EEHEREN
BRAYN, ARERSEEBREBEEF, ARZE, &I
MEBRBUER, ZBREFGTATH 515 EBLUKE, L,
USRS EZB AN EMY LT Z B AEE.

EX—Z&HT, F19FERPL, ER—EBEFK, ©
R OFE) "REKNF. RAREKERRE T RBES, Big
FHEARTVHEEEMEINRKER. ik, Bk, ZREFEM
SHEGEIRIERZRESHHXE, BEAEBRAIAFAAX
HRAERE, MIREPRABBRLUET AR, BETTEE—
e F L HRE, BT “BREHEMKE".C ZYBIAY,
19EHET LIS EM EAHRZMIFEMRR, 118 FRENEK
ATIFIBAEA ZBEHE (19-20; 26-27 %) , LITZHF
R AN Y B AT BR B A X B HIX, RUARTAZBH
ZHBRA HHRMTERE, AR5 TFRE, @

@ JeromeF. D. Creach, The Destiny of the Righteous in the Psalms (St. Louis, MO: Chalice
Press, 2008), 135. X #UE F&MMRAERRYE, MIITE#ITERETE, BRFREIEHRE
WASEBHTH, TERBRME, BRFFS,

(® McCann, Jr., “Shape and Shaping,” 360. B4, BEH K BEZREZHNAE S,
WRET EHRREEE,
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BAELH, ZBREFRIE 1. 19, 119FHARTEAS
GFE) MBERGEW, HP 119:1-2 FRA FBFERET M
B/, 511 BHEFN. B4, EWNE 9FRIE—HEL,
FINIBUWRIBENE L. BE (J. L. Mays) A, X=
BREFRINEE 2, 18, 118 BHE, BXHBEDLH
8, REBEHM—EFFK (018, 25, 33, 78, 89, 93, 94,
99, 103, 105, 111, 112, 147, 148 %) /BRI, BT
F: “PEFREHRITEEHTREEAN LFRENET Y
K, 7 O

BAPHEAPRIHFR, UEA—ERPITHK, SR
MITEHRELBAM KD ERNKE RMBALHEREHA,
X—BiE B TELH, B, BAUEMBERNELR(110:4)
RAREFBOE LT FTMARE, MBATHE 1458, RITHERLE
ARBzZAO%E, REUBHRMLEHZ RSB MEZRZEE
FEIKE, Ak, REPBMEETRNEBELWESR, &R
RTUBTIHEBRERETWIALEEE, X— = kR E M mF
M FI R BRI (146-150 5 ) MBUBT AT &k,

E. &5

ERMFEHARYA, (FR) BRITRENER.
BREIE L REVARY BEE. BB L, BN ESRNE
BREZ) B, WM\ TRUBREMEE. EKRE L,

@ James L. Mays, “The Place of the Torah Psalms in the Psalter,” Jowrnal of Biblical
Literature 106 , no.1 (March,1987) : 3-12.

248



SESRBFFMA T (FH) LM

MARDEHRZERBMWAELEELARTER (FE) , mMETR
EHRZURBURAL (FRE) BEE, ik, EHETZWE
BBTH () HITRZHFESEBO WA B _EREHK
WAABREZBCHMIBER, MAR— AR RIEOH 4
H-FE Bk, SHERPHTEE “BAWUREXER
27 AR, ZERNARAREFFRANTIRECHSNSHETH
AbsE, B “BRABREER EFHRR? 820 LW X U6,
BRI IR K DN F 5SmMAHBRMNAMER? BRI 20
MEF? ” MITEHMERE.: EHRSUATRNBAFRE
AREEFMBRMALE, MR, BARERELE, RRHEAZR
BREEABARMER. EHFABLERR EFERUATIE
ARTR. B, RELFNEINEE, LEFIREBLIEA
i, ERRE, MEMEEGEZEEAEE, HAKE, TR
LAe3) RFEH E TR P B R ER AL SE s s R R, AL
W, BRMEHEREY By EHE. hik, BAKNNERERE
SRERBTTHFNER. (FR) HRITEREXMERT
HITH, ENEBSINIELATIRELE R ERENE,
PREBA4E 9 £ I T I KB EERBRLEE T HREAEEH
BUgHSE. ok, B (HFRE) RRITERTAT 1 #HESFE
¥, HTHRNE _XBREAEHFE, ERNPFNEHEEH
b, BRmAZHE, RFEIFHE (FFR D) BANT mEFE
¥, RESEAEZRB, O hilt, —F@, (FE) W%
TRRKEHNFEREMEEH R, WHE _ZBREHHRFEG

(® Wilson, “First Century,” 103-105. % I EENERE TR AA XA,
FATI0EBLE TR H AR THE_ZE, RAXANETFRRCRIMASH. B, OF
) ATFERBEHFHTIEREFE,
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BRAEELEERNBEBESERE, © Xty T EERELR
HEEHBHRAAN, (FE) SRATERAERARSHNE
B, B—FE, EBRIHEA (FREES) Efe,
R—E IR 2 RIS UBAR ARG WAL, B2 EBE
HEE, REUTE, FAMPERANA—FHFFER, FL—
o omemgy , ©

RARFEME, EAMITLFRT (FE) RERHTRE
BEE, N (B MR M EN AT EARE, XREERH
WA (FE) ATAARENERTE, € (FE) R
Bl —FENWNRE, EARTER Y ERBRITEHE
B, ENEEIEEESMERENHFIMAIT, FREHR
BABROEE, B, 820 HEFEHE, FERHTEHN
FHERRT (FE) XEHENEEZM.

@ FEREDERATATH 5 H2NERT, BLEEBRARS EMBHCE
AT R AR, ETEAETUAHAS EHFBR—~MgaREk, EH s RENTREN
W, ARZY. PFRIYADRAFHIUAIENEE, HETFEAENERKABES,
R, XR—- B RSEMES, ToEmENTREMBICARNIHESHE. BELE,
B—RIMERRUETIAREERMTEHHER, SRERE. PRk (ERTFRSHHE
WA—RHERZBLEHAPEWE) (dtx: PELSBFEN R, 2003), 33-34, [Archie
Lee and You Bin, Shengming yanshuo yu shequn r g: Xibolai Shengjing wu xiao juan yanjiu
(Beijing: Social Science Press of China, 2003), 33-34.] LA Stephen A. Geller, “The Religion of The
Bible,” in The Jewish Study Bible, ed. Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, 2nd ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004), 20-29,

@  Charles J. Scalise, Her tics as Theological Prolegomen: A Canonical Approach
(Macon, George: Mercr University Press, 1994). B B45 IE A HtIFE . MBFSWERHBS .
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